
The Petersons (Anna, Jared and Vada’s younger sister Mayim), who now reside in New Brighton, have
been attending Saint Rose Parish for two years. Anna grew up in the Chicago area and fondly
remembers the Catholic church she attended. “The architectural feel of Saint Rose reminds me of
home,” she says. “There is a certain reverence commanded when you walk through the doors. The      
 atmosphere makes you ready to want to celebrate the Mass.”

She has been pleased with the congeniality of the people of Saint Rose as well. “Everyone seems so
welcoming, just like talking with someone in your family.” 

The First Communion dress Vada is wearing was made by Anna’s godmother, using material from
Anna’s grandmother’s wedding dress. The grandmother is the person whom Vada is named after. 
Kat and Jerry Fodness, and their three children—Mia,  Rocco and Zelda—live in Northeast
Minneapolis. Mia has been a part of the Saint Rose Religious Education program since grade one, even
before her family joined the parish. 

“She had a really good experience with her first Religious Education class at Saint Rose. She liked her
teacher and looked forward to going to class,” says Kat. “Because she had a strong, positive response to
Saint Rose, we took a cue from her and joined the parish. Jerry and I had a really great phone
conversation (pandemic prevented an in-person meeting) with Father Paveglio and Brian Hindt and
felt that Saint Rose would be a good fit for our family.”

Regarding the preparation for First Communion and reconciliation, Kat says she was impressed with
both the online and group experience. Her daughter Mia has been   eagerly awaiting the Sacrament for
the past two years. That’s when one of her cousins received the Eucharistic for the first time. Since then
she has been asking: “When will I be able to make my First Communion?” Finally, the wait is over.

First Communion
Vada Peterson is excited to make her First Communion this weekend
because “it’s gonna be cool to be more a part of the Church. I’ve
always wanted to taste the bread and wine.” Her Religious Education
and First Communion classmate Mia Fodness has been looking
forward to this day “because I want to celebrate Jesus. It’s important
to celebrate him because he  forgives us for our sins. I’m excited to get
more into praying and celebrating Jesus and God.”  

Both girls are part of the 2021 Saint Rose Parish First Communion
class —15 boys and girls from the Wednesday night program and the
school. They met in pre-school when they both lived in Northeast
Minneapolis. Vada (on left in photo) attends Bel Air Elementary
School in the Mounds View School District and Mia is a student at
New City School, a Minneapolis charter school.
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